The candles burnt, though faintly, where the men perished9 which was generally considered as an extraordinary thing; and the only hypothesis which I can conceive proper to be advanced on the subject, is, that, in a mixture of sulphurous acid gas and atmospheric air, the acrid nature of the sulphurous acid gas prevents respiration, or rather produces peculiarly deleterious effects, which, continued a certain length of time, will destroy animal life; whilst it has no further effect on combustion, than merely mechanically preventing the more free supply of oxygen it would have from pure atmospheric air, and, consequently, causing it to burn more faintly. Leadhills, 3d May 1817.
